
Testing Algorithm ~ West Nile Virus Testing 
CA Department of Health Services 

 
A. Encephalitis Cases 

Core Testing Algorithm for California Encephalitis Project: 
CSF: 
• PCR for Enterovirus 
• Consensus PCR* for HSV1, HSV2, VZ, CMV, EBV, HHV6 
• PCR for Mycoplasma pneumoniae 
• Antibody to measles 
 
Serum 
• WNV, SLE, WEE IgM, HSV, VZ, EBV, measles, Mycoplasma IgM 
Convalescent Serum 
• WNV, SLE, & WEE IgM, VZ, HSV, Mycoplasma IgG, Flu A & B (Oct-

Mar only), Chlamydia, adenovirus 
 

NP Swab 
• PCR for Enterovirus and Mycoplasma pneumoniae 
• routine viral culture  

 
B. Aseptic Meningitis 

CSF 
• PCR for West Nile Virus 
•  PCR for Enterovirus 
•  routine viral culture 
 
Serum 
• WNV, SLE, WEE IgM, Entero IgM 

 
C. Atypical Guillain-Barré 

CSF 
• PCR for West Nile Virus 
• Consensus PCR* for HSV1, HSV2, VZ, CMV, EBV, HHV6 
 
Serum 
• WNV, SLE, WEE IgM, Entero IgM 
 

*This herpes PCR is experimental and should NOT replace your current test. 


